
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Bensenville, Illinois  

 

The Services of  Tre-Ore Good Friday 2026 
 

“Surely He has borne our grief's and carried our sorrows;  
yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God and afflicted.”  Isaiah 53:4   

 

This day as we observe our Lord’s suffering and death, we hear His words from  
the cross in seven separate services over the course of three hours (Tre-Ore).   

 

There may be a brief interlude between each section allowing worshippers  
to enter and depart if needed.  Offerings may be left in the basket near the door.     

 

“He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the  
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.” Isaiah 53:5 
 

Service I - Noon 
 

P: He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement 
for our peace was upon Him, 

C: And by His stripes we are healed. 
P: Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was     

willing to be betrayed, to be given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; 
who now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 
P: We all like sheep have gone astray; 
C: And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
P: Almighty and most merciful God, give us grace so to contemplate the Passion of our Lord that 

we may find in it the forgiveness of our sins; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Hymn #440     “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 
 
Reading                  Romans 5:1-11 
(after the reading) 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn #447 vs. 1-3   “Jesus in Thy Dying Woes 

The Homily  “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they do”  
     St. Luke 23:33-34  The Rev. David Prentice 
 
The Prayers 
P: O Savior of the world, by Your cross and precious blood You have redeemed the world. 
C: Save us and help us, we humbly implore you, O Lord. 
P: We adore You, Lord Jesus, in Your cross and Passion, through which You have brought life 

and joy into the world; 
C: Be gracious to us according to Your mercy, bless us, lift up the light of your 

countenance upon us and give us Your peace. 
P: Gracious Jesus, our Lord & our God, at this hour You bore our sin in Your own body on the 

tree so that we, being dead to sin, might live unto righteousness.  Have mercy upon us now & 
at the hour of our death grant to us, Your servants, with all others who devoutly remember 
Your blessed Passion, a holy & peaceful life in this world & through Your grace eternal glory 
in the life to come, where, with the Father & the Holy Spirit, You live & reign, God forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Grant us peace.  Amen. 

Interlude 
Service II - 12:25pm 

 

P: The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
C: I was overcome by trouble and sorrow. 
P: Then I called on the name of the Lord; 
C: “O Lord, save me!” 
P: The Lord is gracious and righteous; 
C: Our God is full of compassion. 
P: The Lord protects the simple-hearted; 
C: When I was in need, He saved me. 
P: Be at rest once more, O my soul; 
C: For the Lord has been good to you. 
P: For You, O Lord have delivered my soul from death, 
C: My eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 
P: That I may walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 
C: Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.         Psalm 116:3-9,15 



Hymn #439 vs. 1-5 “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” 
     
Reading             Revelation 21:1-7 
(after the reading) 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn #447 vs. 4-6 “Jesus, Pitying the Sighs” 
 
The Homily “Assuredly I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” 
    St. Luke 23:35-43  The Rev. Matthew Zickler 
 
The Prayers 
P: O Savior of the world, by Your cross and precious blood You have redeemed the world. 
C: Save us and help us, we humbly implore you, O Lord. 
P: We adore You, Lord Jesus, in Your cross and Passion, through which You have brought life 

and joy into the world. 
C: Be gracious to us according to Your mercy, bless us, lift up the light of your 

countenance upon us and give us Your peace. 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, who in agony on the cross, assured a place in paradise to the one who hung 

beside you, have mercy on all who now face death. By the merit of Your precious blood shed 
for us, wake up in our souls a firm and steadfast faith. Protect us from the temptations of  

       Satan so that we may ever hold fast to the gift of paradise which You have won for us, for  
        You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Grant us peace.  Amen. 

 
Interlude 

Service III - 12:50pm 
 

P:  To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
C: O my God, I trust in You; let me not be ashamed.  Let not my enemies triumph 

over me. 

P: Indeed, let no one who waits on You be ashamed; let those be ashamed who deal treacherous-
ly without cause. 

C: Show me Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths. 
P: Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation, on You I wait all 

the day. 
C: Remember, O Lord, Your tender mercies and Your loving kindnesses, for they 

are from of old. 
P: Do not remember the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions; 
C: According to Your mercy remember me, for Your goodness’ sake, O Lord. 
P: Turn Yourself to me and have mercy on me, for I am desolate and afflicted. 
C: The troubles of my heart have enlarged; bring me out of my distresses. 
P: Look on my affliction and my pain, and forgive all my sins. 
C: Consider my enemies, for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred. 
P: Keep my soul, and deliver me;  let me not be ashamed, for I put my trust in you. 
C: Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, for I wait for You. 
P: Redeem Israel, O God, out of all their troubles.                  Psalm 25:1-7, 16-22 
 
Hymn #425 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
 
The Reading                St. John 15:9-17 
(after the reading) 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn #447 vs. 7-9 “Jesus, Loving to the End” 
 
The Homily “Woman, behold your son!  Behold your mother!” 
     St. John 19:25-27 The Rev. Daniel Greg 
 
The Prayers 
P: O Savior of the world, by Your cross and precious blood You have redeemed the world. 
C: Save us and help us, we humbly implore you, O Lord. 
P: We adore You, Lord Jesus, in Your cross and Passion, through which You have brought life 

and joy into the world. 
C: Be gracious to us according to Your mercy, bless us, lift up the light of your 

countenance upon us and give us Your peace. 
 
 
 



P: O Jesus, who out of love for sinners hung in agony on the cross and who gave Your own 
mother comfort as You spoke to her, by assuring her care and provision in the family of Your 
Holy Church, have mercy on all who are in need within Christendom.  Nurture in our hearts 
a steadfast love for our fellow Christians, that we may serve You through our service to them, 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Grant us peace.  Amen. 

Interlude 
Service IV - 1:15pm  

 
P: My God, My God, why have You forsaken me?  Why are You so far from helping Me, and 

from the words of My groaning? 
C: O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not hear; and in the night season, 

and am not silent. 
P: But You are holy, enthroned in the praises of Israel. 
C: Our fathers trusted in You; they trusted, and You delivered them. 
P: They cried to You, and were delivered; they trusted in You and were not put to shame. 
C: But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised by the people. 
P: All those who see Me ridicule Me, they shoot out the lip, they shake the head saying,  
C: “He trusted in the Lord, let Him rescue Him; Let Him deliver Him, since He  
        delights in Him.”       Psalm 22:1-8 
 
Hymn #438 “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” 
 
The Reading                      Isaiah 53:1-6 
(after the reading) 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn #447 vs. 10-12 “Jesus Whelmed in Fears Unknown”   
 
The Homily “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
    St. Matthew 27:45-46  The Rev. Anthony Oliphant 

The Prayers 
P: O Savior of the world, by Your cross and precious blood You have redeemed the world. 
C: Save us and help us, we humbly implore you, O Lord. 
P: We adore You, Lord Jesus, in Your cross and Passion, through which You have brought life 

and joy into the world. 
C: Be gracious to us according to Your mercy, bless us, lift up the light of your 

countenance upon us and give us Your peace. 
P: O Jesus, out of love for sinful mankind you hung in agony upon the cross. While bodily  
 suffering and indignities were heaped upon You, the most desperate desolation of spirit 
 was being forsaken by Your eternal Father. Grant us comfort and peace, that through the 
 suffering You endured Your people will never be forsaken, for You live and reign with 
 the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God now and  forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Grant us peace.  Amen. 
 

Interlude 
Service V - 1:40pm 

 
P: Many bulls have surrounded Me; strong bulls of Bashan have encircled Me. 
C: They gape at Me with their mouths, like a raging and roaring lion. 
P: I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; it has 

melted within Me. 
C: My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue clings to My jaws, You 

have brought Me to the dust of death. 
P: For dogs have surrounded Me, the congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced 

My hands and My feet. 
C:  I can count all my bones.  They look and stare at Me. 
P:  They divide My garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.   
C:   But You, O Lord, do not be far from Me; O My Strength, hasten to help Me! 
P:  Deliver Me from the sword, My precious life from the power of the dog. 
C: Save Me from the lion’s mouth and from the horns of the wild oxen!  You have 

answered Me.                 Psalm 22:12-21 
 



 
Hymn #451 “Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted” 
 
The Reading                 St. John 4:5-14 
(after the reading) 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn #447 vs. 13-15 “Jesus, in Thy Thirst and Pain” 
 
The Homily “I Thirst” 
    St. John 19:28-29 The Rev.  Daniel Greg 
 
The Prayers 
P: O Savior of the world, by Your cross and precious blood You have redeemed the world. 
C: Save us and help us, we humbly implore you, O Lord. 
P: We adore You, Lord Jesus, in Your cross and Passion, through which You have brought life 

and joy into the world. 
C: Be gracious to us according to Your mercy, bless us, lift up the light of your 

countenance upon us and give us Your peace. 
P: O Jesus, in agony You hung upon the cross for the whole world. You suffered unquenchable 

physical thirst and received no respite as you died for our salvation.  By the merits of your 
bitter suffering, grant us a hunger and thirst for Your righteousness, for with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, You live and reign, God forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Grant us peace.  Amen. 
 

Interlude 

Service VI - 2:05pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

P: Out of the depths I have cried to You, O Lord; 
C: Lord, hear my voice.  Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications. 
P: If You, Lord should mark iniquities, O Lord who could stand? 
C: But there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared. 
P: I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in His word do I hope. 
C: My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning—Yes, 

more than whose who watch for the morning. 
P: O Israel, hope in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is abundant re-

demption. 
C: And He shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.         Psalm 130 
 
Hymn #453 “Upon the Cross Extended” 
      
The Reading                  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
(after the reading) 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn #447 vs. 16-18 “Jesus, All Our Ransom Paid” 
 
The Homily “It is Finished” 
    St. John 19:30  The Rev. Ralph Tausz 
 
The Prayers 
P: O Savior of the world, by Your cross and precious blood You have redeemed the world. 
C: Save us and help us, we humbly implore you, O Lord. 
P: We adore You, Lord Jesus, in Your cross and Passion, through which You have brought life 

and joy into the world. 
C: Be gracious to us according to Your mercy, bless us, lift up the light of your 

countenance upon us and give us Your peace. 
P: O Jesus, You hung in agony on the cross for sake of the whole world. From this tree You  

announced the truth of our redemption, a redemption which made us children of Your Father 
and heirs of heaven. By the merits of Your finished atonement for sinners, deliver us from 
death and hell, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 



P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C: Have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
C:  Grant us peace.  Amen. 

Interlude 
Service VII - 2:30pm 

 
P: In You, O Lord, I put my trust; let me never be ashamed; deliver me in Your righteousness. 
C: Bow down Your ear to me, deliver me speedily; be my rock of refuge, a fortress 

of defense to save me. 
P: For You are my rock and my fortress; therefore for Your name’s sake, lead me and guide me. 
C: Pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me, for You are my 

strength. 
P: Into your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. 
C: My times are in Your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies, and from 

those who persecute me. 
P: Make Your face shine upon Your servant; save me for Your mercies sake. 
C: Oh, love the Lord, all you His saints!  For the Lord preserves the faithful, and 

fully repays the proud person. 
P: Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart, all you who hope in the Lord. 
 
Hymn #430  “My Song is Love Unknown” 
 
The Reading             Revelation 5:1-14 
(after the reading) 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn #447 19-21 “Jesus, All Thy Labor Vast” 
 
The Homily “Father, into Your hands I commit My Spirit.” 
    St. Luke 23:44-46  The Rev. Anthony Oliphant 
 
Hymn #422 “On My Heart Imprint Thine Image”  
 
The Reading             St. John 19:31-42 
 

 
The Bidding Prayer This ancient prayer is specially appointed for Good Friday 
(each petition ends) 
P:  Through Jesus Christ our Lord  
C: Amen 
 
The Lords Prayer 
A:  Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask, saying: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy      

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Reproaches            
P: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein have I offended 

you?  Answer Me.  For I have raised you up out of the prison house of sin and death, and you 
have delivered up your Redeemer to be scourged.  For I have redeemed you from the house 
of bondage and you have nailed your Savior to the cross.  O My people. 

C:   Holy Lord, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer; God  
       eternal, leave us not to bitter death.  O Lord have mercy. 
P: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein have I offended 

you?  Answer Me.  For I have conquered all your foes, and you have given me over and deliv-
ered Me to those who persecute Me.  For I have fed you with My Word and refreshed you 
with living water and you have given Me gall and vinegar to drink.  O My people. 

C:   Holy Lord, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer; God eter-
nal, allow us not to lose hope in the face of death and hell.  O Lord, have mercy. 
P: Thus says the Lord:  What have I done to you, O My people, and wherein have I offended 

you?  Answer Me.  What more could have been done for My vineyard that I have done for it?  
When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad?  My people, is this how you thank 
your God?  O My people. 

C:   Holy Lord, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer;  God  
       eternal keep us steadfast in the true faith.  O Lord, have mercy. 
P: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You. 
C:  By Your holy cross you have redeemed the world.   
 

Worshippers may depart in silence and peace. 
~Soli Deo Gloria~   

 










