Lent IV (Laetare) 2026 AD

Confession and Absolution
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1 By grace I'm saved, grace free and bound-less; My soul, be-lieve and (P
2 By grace! None dare lay claim to mer - it; Our worksand con - duct
3 By grace God’s Son, our on -ly Sav-ior, Came down to earth to
4 By grace! This ground of faith is cer-tain; As long as God is P
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doubt it  not. Why stag - ger at this word of prom -ise?
have no worth. God in His love sent our Re - deem - er,
bear our sin. Was it be - cause of your own mer - it P)
true, it stands.  What saints have penned by in - spi - ra - tion,
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Has Scrip-ture ev - er false-hood taught? No! Then this word must
Christ Je - sus, to this sin - ful earth; His death did for our
That Je - sus died your soul to win? No, it was grace, and P
What in His Word our God com-mands, Our faith in what our
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true re - main: By grace you too will life ob - tain.
sins a - tone, And we are saved by grace a - lone.
grace a - lone, That brought Him from His heav’n - ly throne.
God has done De - pends on grace— grace through His Son.
5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, P)

In tribulation’s furnace tried,
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could | help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?

6 By grace! On this I’'ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise | rejoice;

For though | know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.

My heart is glad, all grief has flown

Since | am saved by grace alone.

Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709-61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697-1775

Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross is made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the ** Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings & death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Service of the Word
INTROIT Psalm 122:1-2, 6, 8 antiphon: Isaiab 66:10a, 11a
P: Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be | glad for ber,”
all you who | love ber;
that you may nurse and be | satisfied”
from ber con- | soling breast.
K: I was glad when they | said to me,”
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD!”
Our feet have been | standing”
within your gates, O Je- | rusalem!
C: Pray for the peace of Je- | rusalem!*
May they be secure who | love you!
For my brothers and com- | panions’ sake*
I will say, “Peace be with- | in you!”
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,”
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

P: Antiphon

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

Salutatiog and Collect of the Day
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

(P] Letus hpray. .. one God, now and forever.
|

[ — f T . T i |
A - men.

Sit

First Reading
After the reading is said.:
This is the Word of the Lord. (@ Thanks be to God.

Gradual
Epistle
After the reading is said.
This is the Word of the Lord. (@ Thanks be to God.
Stand
Tract

Holy Gospel
[E]n The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 23rd chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O  Lord.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
| |

Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.



Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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1 Je - sus, price-less trea - sure, Fount of pur-est plea - sure,
2 In Thine arms I rest me; Foes who would mo - lest me
3 Sa - tan, I de-fy thee; Death, I now de-cry thee;
4 Hence, all earth-ly trea - sure! Je - sus is my plea - sure,
f |
AP e e o o ] N |
D t 1 i e | — - i I I
| o =
Tru - est friend to me, Ah, how long in an - guish

Can - not reach me here. Though the earth be shak - ing,

Fear, 1 bid thee cease. World, thou shalt not harm me
Je - sus is  my choice. Hence, all emp -ty glo - ry!
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Shall my spir - it lan - guish, Yearn - ing, Lord, for Thee?
Ev - ’ry heart be quak - ing, Je - sus calms my fear
Nor  thy threats a - larm me While I sing of peace.
Naught to me thy sto - ry Told with tempt-ing voice.
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Thou art mine, O Lamb di - vine! I will suf - fer
Light - nings flash And  thun - ders crash; Yet, though sin and
God’s great pow’r Guards ev - ’ry hour; Earth and all its
Pain or loss, Or shame or cross, Shall not from my
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naught to hide Thee; Naught I ask be - side Thee.
hell as - sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.
depths a - dore Him, Si - lent bow be - fore Him.

Sav - ior move me Since He deigns to love me.
5 Evil world, | leave thee;

Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds | sever,
Leave thee now forever.



6 Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
| here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,

Jesus, priceless treasure!

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand
Offertory
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Cre - ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re -
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way fromThy pres-ence,and take not Thy Ho-ly  Spir -it
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it.
Offering (Please give online following the service)

Prayer of the Church

After each petition is said:

(P} Lord, in Your Mercy Hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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P The Lord be
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with you.
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® Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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® Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface
(P] Itis truly meet, right, and salutary...
... evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly LordGod of Sab - a-oth;
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heav’'n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho -san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that cometh in the name of the Lord
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord's Prayer
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® Our Father who art in heav - en, hal - low - ed be Thy name,
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Thy king - dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
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is in heav - en; give us this day our dai - ly bread,
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and forgive us our tres - pass - es as we forgive those who
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tres - pass a - gainst us; and lead us not in - to
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temp - ta - tion, but deliver us from e - vil
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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glo - ry for -ev - er and ev - er A - men.

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini
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A - men.
Agnus Dei
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O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
o) | | | | | |
o | | | | J—T I T | | I | I | Y|

=

[ [
O  Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that

world, have mer-cy up - on us.
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tak-est a-way the sin of the world, have mer-cy up-on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit
Distribution



Distribution Hymns # 642, 625 (see below)

Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac

cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen-tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry be to the Father anc

to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it

was in the beginning,
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Thanksgiving
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.
... one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Salutatiog and Benedicamus
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® The Lord be with you.

O # | | | ‘ |
G e e e, e o |
o
And with thy  spir - it.
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God. in - vo - ca - tion of the same, The
Bap - tism in the Jor - dan Riv -er, His
Benediction eye to watch,  His might to stay, His
A st nat - ural lusts that war with - in, The
i ',"‘L’n “'ﬁ“ o - { = in - vo - ca - tion of the same, The
L :)U [ L L] A Al Repeat after st. I only.

®  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make " i . J ~ — = T
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) ﬂu# Three in One and One in  Three.
o — > ] Cross of death for my sal - wva - tion,
L \Q‘)V c o [ ear to hear - ken to my need,
. . . hos - tile foes that mar my course;
His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you. Three in One and One in  Three,
f
4 ﬂ“# A LI" i — — 1 e S S —
% |U| :ﬁ F@V—d I \FJ Ir' I II’ L 1 T T LI | |
Q) T Q) 1 1 1 - T T T
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losing Hymn 604 I Bind unto Myself Toda rnd - ing up the heav'n - ly way, His
Closing Hy e unto My y hand o guide,  His shield o ward,  The
| < - — —1— - —f—=—m® I ] ev - § lace and in all  hours, A -
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% | —= L —— : &1 i = | 1 ter - nal Fa - ther, Spir - it, Word. Praise
11 bind un - to my - self to - day The Al N )
21 bind this  day to me for - ev-er, By AL A ——— : : — 1‘ = |
31 bind un - to my - self to - day The oy * o = l = T ———
4 A - gainst  the de - mon snares of sin, The D) . S~ :l ¢ -
AST bind un - to my - self the name, The com - ing at the d.ay 0 doom,
Word of God to give me speech,
H L i I i ‘ S — gainst their fierce hos - il - i -ty
i o~ | s — S— — B E—— to the Lord of my sal - va - tiom;
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strong name of the Trin - 1 - ty By | — |
pow’r of faith, Christ's in - car - na-tion, His i .
pow’r of God to hold and lead, His Y — —
vice that gives temp - ta - tion force, The 1 bind un - to my - self to - day.
strong  name  of the Trn - i - ty By His heav'n - ly host to  be my guard.
I bind to me those ho - ly pow’rs.
Sal - va - tion is of  Christ the Lord!
Text: attr. Patrick, c. 372-466; tr. Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95
Tune: Irish

Text and tune: Public domain



Communion Hymn 642 O Living Bread from Heaven
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10 liv. - ing Bread from heav - een, How well  You
2 My Lord, You here have led me To this most
3 You gave me all I want - ed; This food can
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength - ened With heav’n - ly
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feed Your guest! The gifts that You have giv - en
ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
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Have filled my heart with  rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The trea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end - less joy. My Lord, I do not
To serve with ho - ly  fear And when  You call my
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bless - ing, Oh, cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv. - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, 1 en - ter,
L | | - | I | T
Il I'\‘ I 1 I 1| | I 1
7 —| t 74 ni— " |
Y] r r f
gift pos - sess - ing, With oprais -es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.
through Your mer - it Where joys un - min- gled flow.

Text: Johann Rist, 1607-67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbiittel, ed. Michael Praetorius
Text and tune: Public domain

Communion Hymn 625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread
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1 Lord Je - sus Christ, life - giv - ing bread, May 1 in grace
2 To pas-tures green, Lord, safe - ly guide, To rest - ful wa -
3 0 bread of heav’n, my soul’s de-light, For full and free
4 1 do not mer - it fa - vor, Lord, My weight of sin
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pos - sess  You. Let me with ho - ly food be fed,
ters lead me; Your ta - ble well for me pro- vide,
re - mis - sion I come with prayer be - fore Your sight
would break me; In all  my guilt - y heart’s dis - cord,
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In hun - ger 1 ad - dress You. Pre - pare me well
Your wound-ed hand now feed me. Though wea-ry, sin -
In sor - row and con - tri - tion. Your righ-teous-ness,
0] Lord, do not for - sake me. In my dis - tress
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for You, O Lord, And, hum-bly by my  prayer im - plored,
ful, sick, and weak, Ref - uge in You a - lone I seek,
Lord, cov - er me That I re-ceive You  wor - thi - ly,
this com-forts me That You re-ceive me gra-cious - ly,
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Give me Your grace and mer - cy.
To  share Your cup of heal - ing.
As - sured of Your full par - don.
O Christ, my Lord of mer - cy!

Text: Johann Rist, 1607-67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 180674, alt.
Tune: Theiitsch kirchen ampt, 1525, Strassburg
Text and tune: Public domain



