Service of Lessons and Carols

Hand Bells— “Savior of the Nations, Come”, “Away in a Manger”

Opening Hymn: 376 Once in Royal David’s City (First verse Kantor)
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1 Once in rO0y - al Da - vid’s cit - y Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, Who is
3 For He is our child - hood’s pat - tern, Day by
4 And our eyes at  last shall see Him, Through His
5 Not in that poor, low - ly sta - ble With the
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low - ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er laid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
day like us He grew; He was lit - tle, weak, and
own re - deem - ing love; For  that child so dear and
ox - en stand - ing by Shall we see Him, but in
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ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar - y
sta - ble, And His cra - dle was a stal;,  With the
help - less, Tears and smiles like us He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav'n a - bove; And He
heav-en, Set at God’s right hand on high. Then like
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was that moth-er  mild, Je - sus Christ her lit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho -ly.
feels for all our  sad-ness, And Heshares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren on To  the place where He is  gone.

stars His chil-dren, crowned, All  in white, His praisewill sound!
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95, alt.
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-76
Text and tune: Public domain

ALL STAND
EXHORTATION AND PRAYER
P: Beloved in Christ. . . which Christ himself hath taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 7} evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen

P: The Almighty God bless you with His grace: the Holy Ghost give you the joy of everlasting life; and
may the King of Kings, Jesus { Christ, bring you to the fellowship of Christians above

M: Amen.



THE LESSONS
First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-19
The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head

Carol: 377 “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”
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On Christ-mas night all Chris - tians sing To hear the news the

1

2 Then why should men on earth be so sad, Since our Re-deem - er
3 When sin de - parts be - fore His grace, Then life and health come
4

All  out of dark-ness we have light, Which made the an - gels
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an - gels bring, On Christ - mas night all Chris - tians sing To

made us glad, Then why should men on earth be so sad, Since
in its place, When sin de - parts be - fore His grace, Then
sing this night, All out of dark - ness we have light, Which
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hear the news the an-gels bring, News of great joy, news of great
our Re-deem - er made us glad, When from our sin He set us
life and health come in its place; An - gels and men with joy may
made the an - gels sing this night: “Glo - ry to God and peace to
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mirth, News of our mer - ci - ful King’s birth.
free, All for to gain our lib - er - ty?
sing, All for to see the new - born King.
men Now and for - ev - er - more. A - men.”

Text and tune: English
Text and tune: Public domain

Second Lesson: Genesis 22:1-18
God’s promises to Abraham

Carol: 386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
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1 Now sing we, now re - joice, Now raise to heav'n our voice;
2 Come from on high to me; 1 can-not rise to Thee.

3 Now through His Son doth shine The  Fa-ther’s grace di - vine.
4 Oh, where shall joy be found?  Where but on heav’'n-ly ground?
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He from whom joy stream - eth Poor in a man-ger lies;
Cheer my wea-ried spir - it, O pure and ho - ly Child:
Death was reign-ing o’er us  Through sin and van -1 - ty

Where the an - gels sing - ing With all His saints u - nite,



Not
Through Thy grace and mer - it,

so bright-ly beam-eth The sun in yon - der skies.

Blest Je - sus, Lord most mild,

Till He o -pened for us A bright e - ter - ni - ty.
Sweet - est prais-es bring-ing In heav'n-ly joy and light.
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Thou my Sav - ior art! Thou my Sav - ior art!
Draw me un - to Thee! Draw me un - to Thee!
May we praise Him  there! May  we praise Him there!
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 180674, alt.
Tune: German, 14th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Third Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light
Choir “Lift Up Your Heads, O Gates”
Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9
A Branch from the Stem of Jesse

LSB 359 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing From ten - der stem  hath
21 - sa - iah ’twas fore - told it The rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra-grance ten - der With sweet-ness fills the
4 O Sav - ior, child of Mar - vy, Who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of  Jes -se’s lin-eage com -ing As proph-ets long have
mind; With Mar -y we be-hold it, The wvir-gin moth - er
air, Dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor The dark-ness ev - ry-
woe; 0 Sav - ior, King of glo - ry, Who dost our weak - ness
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sung, It came, a flow - ret  bright, A - mid the
kind. To show God’s love a - right, She bore to
where. True man, yet ver -y God, From sin  and
know: Bring us at length we pray To the bright
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cold of  win - ter, When half - spent was the night.
us a Sav - ior, When half - spent was the night.
death He saves us And light - ens ev - 'ty load.
courts of  heav - en, And to the end - less day.

Text (sts. 1-2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, alt.; (sts. 1-2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808-59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K.
Spaeth, 1845-1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876—1948
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Kéln
Text and tune: Public domain



Fifth Lesson: Luke 1:26-35, 38
The Angel Gabriel visits Mary
356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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All 1 The an - gel Ga - bri- el from heav - en came,

Men 2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou  shalt be,
Women 3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;

All 4 Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was born
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With wings as drift - ed snow, with eyes as flame:
All gen - er - a - tions laud and hon - or thee;
“To  me be as it pleas - eth  God,” she said.
In Beth - le-hem all on a Christ - mas morn,
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“All  hail to thee, O low-ly maid-en Mar - y,

Thy son shall be Em - man-u - el, by seers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag-ni - fy God’s ho - ly name.”
And Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:

Most high-ly fa-vored la- dy.” Glo - i - al
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy.” Glo - i - al
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy, Glo - ri - al
“Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy.” Glo - ri-al

Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924
Text and tune: Basque, c. 18th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:1-7
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
Carol: 365 “Away in a Manger”
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a  bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing  He makes.

Close by me for - ev -er and love me, I pray.



The stars in  the  bright sky looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the  sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav - en to live with Thee there.

Text (sts. 1-2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt.
Tune: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921
Text and tune: Public domain

Seventh Lesson: Luke 2:8-18
The shepherds receive glorious news.

Choir “Once He Came in Blessing”

Eighth Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12
Three gentile magi find the King from afar.
Choir “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Calling”
Ninth Lesson: John 1:1-14
The Mystery of the Incarnation

Carol: 384 “Of the Fathers’ Love Begotten” (First verse Kantor)
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1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This 1is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0 ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
A5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,

full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the voic - es of the proph - ets

prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow  be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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He the source, the end - ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
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have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion  praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - ry
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more. A - men
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348—c. 413; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821-77

Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V
Text and tune: Public domain

THE OFFERING
STAND (AS THE OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORW.ARD)

Post-Offering Carol: 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo - ry to the new-born King;
Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car-nate De - i - ty!
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
A Refrain ‘
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King
Text: Chatles Wesley, 170788, alt.
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-47
Text and tune: Public domain



PRAYER

P:  Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold and
stand before Him when He comes again to be our Judge; who is alive now and reigns with You, in the
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen.

BLESSING

P:  May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill us with such joy that
comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life. And the blessing of
God the Father, the Son, 1 and the Holy Spirit—be upon you and remain with you always.

C: Amen



