
Service of Lessons and Carols 

Hand Bells— “Savior of the Nations, Come”, “Away in a Manger”  
  

Opening Hymn: 376 Once in Royal David’s City (First verse Kantor) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. 
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 
  

ALL STAND 

EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

       P: Beloved in Christ. . . which Christ himself hath taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from † evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen 

       P: The Almighty God bless you with His grace: the Holy Ghost give you the joy of everlasting life; and 
may the King of Kings, Jesus † Christ, bring you to the fellowship of Christians above  

          M: Amen. 



 THE LESSONS 

First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-19 

The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head 

Carol: 377 “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: English 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

  

Second Lesson: Genesis 22:1-18    

God’s promises to Abraham 

Carol: 386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

 



 

 
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 

Tune: German, 14th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Third Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7   

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light 

Choir “Lift Up Your Heads, O Gates” 
  

Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9  

A Branch from the Stem of Jesse 

LSB 359 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. 

Spaeth, 1845–1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Fifth Lesson: Luke 1:26-35, 38   

The Angel Gabriel visits Mary 

356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 

 

 

 

Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924 
Text and tune: Basque, c. 18th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:1-7   

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

Carol: 365 “Away in a Manger” 

 

 

All 
Men 

Women 
All 



 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. 

Tune: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838–1921 

Text and tune: Public domain 

  

Seventh Lesson: Luke 2:8-18  

The shepherds receive glorious news. 

Choir “Once He Came in Blessing” 
  

Eighth Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12   

Three gentile magi find the King from afar. 

Choir “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Calling”  

Ninth Lesson: John 1:1-14   

The Mystery of the Incarnation 

Carol: 384 “Of the Fathers’ Love Begotten”  (First verse Kantor) 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 

Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
  

THE OFFERING  
STAND (AS THE OFFERINGS ARE BROUGHT FORWARD) 
  

Post-Offering Carol: 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
  



PRAYER   

P: Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ: 
grant that, as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold and 
stand before Him when He comes again to be our Judge; who is alive now and reigns with You, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  
  

BLESSING 

P: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill us with such joy that 
comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life. And the blessing of 
God the Father, the Son, † and the Holy Spirit—be upon you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen 

  

 
 


