Christmas Eve

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross is made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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Kneel/Stand

In the name of the Father and of the "+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Left Column

(P)

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the *I* Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Processional Hymn #380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’'n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic  host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
A Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to  the new-born King!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-47
Text and tune: Public domain

Service of the Word
The Introit Psalm 2:1-2, 4-6; antiphon: Wisdom 18:14-15

P: When all was still, and it was | midnight,*
your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne.

K: Why do the | nations rage*
and the peoples | plot in vain?
C: The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take

counsel to- | gether,*
against the LORD and against his a- | nointed.

K: He who sits in the | heavens laughs;*
the Lord holds them in de- | rision.



C: Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,*
and terrify them in his fury, | saying,
K: “As for me, I have | set my King*
on Zion, my | holy hill.”
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

P: When all was still, and it was | midnight,*
your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne.

Kyrie

Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up-
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
Gloria in Excelsis
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@ Glory beto God on high: @and on earth peace,good - will toward
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanksto Thee, for  Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus  Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,

have mercy up -
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - Iy Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father A - men.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
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nm] The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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(P] Let us pray.

... one God, now and forever.



Sit
First Reading
After the reading is said:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Epistle
After the reading is said:
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Gospel Processional: 384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten sts. 71-3
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Solo 1 Of the Fa- ther's love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -

2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, When the vir - gin,

3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, Whom the wvoic - es of the proph - ets
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He the source, the end - ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
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have been, And that fu - ture years  shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion  praise its Lord
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

Holy Gospel
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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Gospel Processional: 384 Of the Father’s Love Begottensts. 4-5
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4 0 ye heights of heav’'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
A5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow  be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
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si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - ry
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more. A - men.



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Hymn of the Day 368 Angels We Have Heard on ngh
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1 An - gels we haveheard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in-spire your heav’'n - ly song?
Come, a- dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.

Refrai
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Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.
Text and tune: French
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand
Offertory Hymn: 365 Away in a Manger
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I A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a  bed,

2 The cat - tle are
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I
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low - ing,  the ba - by
ask Thee to  stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, I pray.
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The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,
| love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the  sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing is nigh.

And take us to heav - en to live with Thee there.
Text (sts. 1-2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt.

Tune: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921
Text and tune: Public domain

Offering (Please give online following the service)

Prayer of the Church

After each petition is said:
(P] Lord, in Your Mercy
Hear our prayer.



Lord'snPrayer
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(] Our Father who art

im heav - en, hal - low - ed be Thy name,
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Thy king - dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
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and forgive us our tres - pass - es as we forgive those who
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tres - pass  a - gainst  us; and lead us not In - to
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temp - ta -  tion, but deliver us from e - vil
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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glo - ry for - ev - er and ev - ern A - men.
Collect of the Church
Benediction
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15 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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A-men, a-men, a -

Recessional Hymn 363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1-3
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1 Si - lent mnight, ho - ly night! All is calm,
2 Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Shep - herds  quake
38 - lent nightt ho - 1y night! Son of God,
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all is bright Round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.

at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en -1y
Heav’'n-ly hosts sing, Al -le-Iu - ial Christ, the Sav-ior, is

With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787-1863
Text and tune: Public domain



