
Christmas Eve 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand                 

The sign of the cross is made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

Left Column 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Processional Hymn #380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Service of the Word 

 

The Introit     Psalm 2:1–2, 4–6; antiphon: Wisdom 18:14-15 

P: When all was still, and it was | midnight,* 
your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne. 
 

K: Why do the | nations rage* 
and the peoples | plot in vain? 
 

C: The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel to- | gether,* 
      against the LORD and against his a- | nointed. 

 

K: He who sits in the | heavens laughs;* 
the Lord holds them in de- | rision. 
 



C: Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,* 
and terrify them in his fury, | saying, 
 

K: “As for me, I have | set my King* 
on Zion, my | holy hill.” 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

P: When all was still, and it was | midnight,* 
your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne. 

 

Kyrie 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 
  

 
  

P … one God, now and forever. 
  



 
 

Sit 
 

First Reading 

After the reading is said:  

A This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual 
 

Epistle 
           After the reading is said: 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel Processional: 384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 
  

 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Gospel Processional: 384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten sts. 4–5 

 

 

 

 

 

Solo 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

    And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 
 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day 368 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. 

Text and tune: French 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 
Offertory Hymn: 365 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. 
Tune: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838–1921 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 



Offering (Please give online following the service) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

After each petition is said: 

P Lord, in Your Mercy 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 
 
Proper Preface 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary…  

… evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Lord's Prayer 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymns #358 (see below) 

 

The Dawning of Christmas Day 
At midnight the Church bells will ring announcing the beginning of 

Christmas Day. We will sing Hymn 387: Joy to the World (see below). 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Thanksgiving 

 
  

 
 

A Let us pray. 

… one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Salutation and Benedicamus 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 
Benediction 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Recessional Hymn 363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3 

 

 



 

 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 

Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Communion Hymn: 358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 

 

 

 
 

5 “These are the signs that you shall mark: 

The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid 

By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 

 

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so! 

Then with the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done 

In sending us His own dear Son. 

 

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 

And see what in the manger lies. 

Who is this child, so young and fair? 

It is the Christ Child lying there. 

 

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery 

That You might share Your joy with me. 

 

9 Ah, Lord, though You created all, 

How weak You are, so poor and small, 

That You should choose to lay Your head 

Where lowly cattle lately fed! 

 

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair 

And set with gold and jewels rare, 

It would be far too poor and small 

A cradle for the Lord of all. 

 

11 Instead of soft and silken stuff 

You have but hay and straw so rough 

On which as King, so rich and great, 

To be enthroned in royal state. 

 

12 And so it pleases You to see 

This simple truth revealed to me: 

That worldly honor, wealth, and might 

Are weak and worthless in Your sight. 

 

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart 

For You to dwell within my heart. 

 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 

 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 



 

Dawning of Christmas Day: 387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 


