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What are “vestments”? s
When you first see the pastor and his
assistants in the Divine Service, what do

you notice about them? They are wearing

long robes and other unique garments.

These are called “vestments.” The word
“vestment” comes from the Latin word
vestimentum which means “garment of
office.” Vestments are garments worn by

the pastor and the assistants during the

Divine Service and other prayer offices. aa =

Why are vestments used?

A person’s vestment tells us about who they are and their role
during the Divine Service. If you have two or more pastors, one
may be dressed in vestments that mark him as the presiding
minister. The other pastors may be dressed in vestments that
mark them as assisting ministers. Vestments help to keep

the proclamation of the Gospel and administration of the
Sacraments in good order. Did you know that God's people
have been using vestments since Old Testament times? Wow!
Vestments are great tools in the church!

Parents: Before the Divine Service, direct your child’s
attention to the pastor’s vestments. What color are
they? How are they different from what you are
wearing? Be sure to let your child approach the pastor
after church to ask him questions about the vestments.
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