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What are “rites”?

No, “rites” are not the opposite of
“wrongs,” though it might sound
that way. In the church, rites are
the words and texts of the Divine
Services and Prayer Offices. Almost
all of the rites in our hymnal are
straight from the Bible.

Why do we use rites?
Rites make up a majority of our
worship services. These rites are the written words of our
God as they have been given to us in the Bible. In these
rites we hear the voice of our Savior, Jesus, proclaiming with
His own words His victory over sin, death and the power

of the devil. He is giving to us the forgiveness of sins which
He won for us when He died on the cross and rose again

at Easter. There is nothing better than for Christ’s church to
worship using such wonderful rites!

Parents: Before or after the Divine Service, discuss the
meaning of "rites” with your child. At home, choose
portions of the Divine Service and study the purpose of
the rites used. Encourage your children to recognize the
importance of a worship life grounded in God’s Word
and Sacraments, which the rites of our hymnal provide.
Be sure to ask your pastor if you have any questions.
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