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What is an “acolyte”?

The acolyte is the person (or persons) who lights the candles
before the service. The word acolyte comes from the Greek
word akolouthos which means “follower.” In English, the
word acolyte sometimes means “attendant.”

Why do we use acolytes in the Church?
Acolytes have always been an important part of worship.
For centuries, acolytes have attended to the service of God's
people by helping the pastor in many different ways. In our
churches today, acolytes
primarily serve by
lighting the candles.
Acolytes wear robes
and sit apart from the
congregation because
they are helping the
pastor to serve God's
people during the
service. Wow! What
an important job!

Parents:

During the Divine Service, point out the acolyte to your
children. If they are too young at the time, encourage
them that one day they will get the opportunity to be
an acolyte. Remind them that being an acolyte is a very
important job for children to have in the church.
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